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The Outsiders 
S.E. Hinton 

192 pages: 
 
 
This is a book about the fierce rivalry between two teenage groups—
the working-class "Greasers" and the wealthy "Socs"—in 1960s 
Oklahoma. The book follows Ponyboy, a teenage Greaser who hides 
from the police with his friend Johnny. The book deals with 
friendship, violence, loss, and family struggles.  
 
A film adaptation was directed in 1983 by Francis Ford Coppola. 
 
 
We recommend this book if you enjoyed That Was Then, This is Now 
by S.E. Hinton, or Looking for Alaska by John Green.  
 
 

 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1. What do you think the phrase ‘stay gold’ means? 
2. How did you feel about the ending of the story? 
3. Do you think the Greasers and the Socs are really that different? 
4. Who do you think is most responsible for the events that happen in the story - the Greasers, 

the Socs, or the adults? 
5. Why do you think Darry is so hard on Ponyboy? 
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