
encourage and spark interesting debate 
about different aspects of the subjects, which 
in turn has resulted in us learning much 
more about each other’s different homelands 
and diverse cultures. This has led to deeper 
understanding, mutual respect and bonding 
that otherwise wouldn’t have existed.

‘The library staff, mentors and group mem-
bers always make reading sessions entertain-
ing, engaging and fun, which has evolved 
into all of us dramatizing whatever book we 
are reading, pretending to be each character 
portrayed in the book, bringing stories to 
life.’

The Frankland report is powerful evidence 
that reading groups aren’t just for experi-
enced readers. They can also be a great way 
to build confidence, community and enjoy-
ment for those who feel less assured. If you’re 
interested, ask in the library and if your pris-
on doesn’t have a reading group, encourage 
staff to have a look at our website and get in 
touch. www.prisonreadinggroups.org.uk 

If you’re looking for books that are fast reads, 
check out the Quick Reads shelves in your li-
brary. The books are very varied and include 
thrillers and detective fiction, laugh out loud 
comedy, history, biography and self-help. 
The writers are top-notch: Malorie Blackman, 
Jo Nesbo, Peter James, Andy McNab, Kit de 
Waal, James Patterson and Graham Norton.

The report this month comes from HMP 
Frankland where members of the 
Champions for Reading group read 
Clare Mackintosh’s The Donor. It’s a 
story about two mothers, two children 
with one heart between them, and a 
sinister undertow.

The book is one of the 
Quick Read series and is 
only 101 pages; but it 
packs a big punch and 
the group loved it: 
‘Brilliant!’ ‘Wow - twist 
after twist after twist!’ It 
also manages to com-
bine powerful suspense 
with emotional heft: 
‘I’ve got daughters the 

same age as the main character so it pulled at 
my heartstrings’, ‘It had us grown men tear-
ing up.’

After the meeting, two of the members wrote 
a review to share the group’s enjoyment with 
other readers of Inside Time:

‘A fascinating, compelling, wickedly funny, 
snappy, fast-paced story…It creates a thrill-
ing, emotionally-charged dilemma, taking 
you on a bobsleigh ride through the lives of 
the protagonists. When you read it, you won’t 
be able to resist taking sides.’

The review also included high praise for the 
group in general and what it offers its 
members:

‘The HMP Frankland library has put together 
an Emergent Readers Group which has been 
running for two years, for both English and 
foreign nationals who wish to improve and 
develop their reading skills…The books 

Seat is a fast-paced read, with a twist that 
transforms the story into a unique ‘whodun-
nit’. It follows the confusingly inconsistent 
protagonist, Lise, on holiday as she escapes 
the monotony of her normal life, until a death 
cuts the holiday short… 

Ursula K. Le Guin was a master of sci-fi and 
fantasy, incorporating gender into her works 
in the male-dominated field. Paradises Lost is 
a novella whose main characters are members 
of the fifth generation born on a spaceship on 
its voyage away from Earth and towards a hab-
itable planet. 

The Poison Belt is a novella by Arthur Conan 
Doyle, author of the Sherlock Holmes series. 
It follows Professor Challenger, who is the only 
one to know before the Earth passes through 
a giant cloud of poisonous space gas.

Ruth Reichl’s Comfort Me With Apples is a short 
fairytale-horror novel which retells the myth 
of Bluebeard. In the novel, a wife is horrified 
to discover what her murderous husband has 
hidden in a locked room which he has forbid-
den her from entering.

The Ocean at the End of the Lane is a novella 
by Neil Gaiman in which the unnamed main 
character is caught up in a series of fantastical 
events at a farm near his childhood home, 
including being tormented by a supernatural 
worm who was brought back from another 
dimension.

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men is a classic 
novella which follows the tragic tale of George 
Milton and Lennie Small as they search for 
work during the Great Depression. Throughout 
the book, Lennie struggles with violence and 
mental disability, while George attempts to 
take care of him.

Short novels
Short novels are easy, bite-sized and a great 
way to get into reading. They can also be skil-
fully written, complex and wonderful for expe-
rienced readers to dive into. Novellas permeate 
every genre, from thriller to fantasy, and have 
something to offer every reader.

The Old Man and the Sea, by American author 
Ernest Hemmingway, is a touching story in 
which an old fisherman ventures out to sea in 
search of food after 84 days of misfortune.

Clare Keegan’s Small Things Like These is per-
haps her most famous book, set in 1985 in a 
small Irish town in the lead-up to Christmas 
and centred around a Magdalene laundry. The 
story has recently been adapted for the screen, 
starring Cillian Murphy as Bill Furlong. 

Sally Rooney, famous for her book Normal 
People, has also written short novels. Mr 
Salary tells the story of 20-something-year-old 
Sukie, who must return home to Dublin when 
her father gets leukaemia. 

This Is How You Lose The Time War by Amal 
El-Mohtar and Max Gladstone is a book told 
through letters. Agents Red and Blue travel 
through time in different universes, working 
for two empires that are at war. They begin to 
communicate through time and fall in love, 
but when this is discovered both their lives are 
put at risk.

Scottish author Muriel Spark’s The Driver’s 
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Ruby - PRG and Give a Book volunteer

Promoting reading and reading 
groups in prisons

Reading Group 
Round-Up 

Finding a Good Read
A column to help you find intriguing books

Prison Reading Groups (PRG) was created in 
1999 to set up, support and fund informal 
reading groups in prisons. We currently 
support more than 110 groups in over 80 
prisons nationwide. PRG is part of registered 
charity Give a Book.

Prison Reading Groups (PRG) was created in 1999 to set up, 
support and fund informal reading groups in prisons. We 
currently support more than 110 groups in over 80 prisons 
nationwide. PRG is part of registered charity Give a Book.

IPP & Lifer Parole Reviews

Licence Recalls

Independent Adjudications

Sentence Calculations

Criminal Defence Work

Dedicated Prison Lawyers For You
Over 60 years’ combined experience

Call our team today on

 01902 275 042
West Midlands House, Gipsy Lane,

 Willenhall WV13 2HA

Appeal Work Undertaken

BARTFIELDS 
FORENSIC ACCOUNTANTS 

CONFISCATION PROCEEDINGS  
UNDER POCA!

Bartfields have considerable UK wide experience of  
analysing and revising prosecution benefit calculations  

within tight deadlines. (Legal aid available)  
Free prison visit for all pre-confiscation hearing cases
Recent Cases: 

Prosecution Benefit Bartfields Benefit
Mr M £190,000 £52,500
Mr H £667,000 £67,000

Mrs D £271,000 £45,000
Mr R £1,280,000 £134,000
Mr O £378,000 £16,000

Contact Elisabeth Scott or Emma Whitaker on   
0333 222 4445 (option 3)  

Bartfields Forensic Accountants  
St Paul’s House,23 Park Square,Leeds,LS1 2ND  

info@bartfieldsforensic.co.uk
www.bartfieldsforensic.co.uk

R v S - Murder. All Defendants Not Guilty.                   .
R v F - s18 GBH + Aggravated Vehicle Taking.  All Defendants Not Guilty. 
R v T - Possession Firearm, Intent to Endanger life. Successfully argued No Case to answer.
R v Z - Rape. Not Guilty
R v A -  Serious Sexual Offences. Jury Discharge. Abuse of Process Argument.
R v P - Conveying Drugs into Prison (List A). Not Guilty.
R v G - s20 GBH - Assault Prison Officer. Reduced to s47 after negotiation.
R v B - Applying Corrosive fluid. Assault on Police. Guilty plea entered.
R v R - Fraud + Regulated Activity. Complex case. Fines imposed. No Custodial Sentence

Recent Cases Dealt with by MKS LAW“ “

Licence Recall + Paroles

MKS LAW, Suite 19, Unit 9 Liberty Centre, Wembley,
London, HA0 1TX Tel: 0208 123 3404 / Email: info@mkslaw.co.uk

MKS LAW SOLICITORS
PRIVATE CLIENT & LEGAL AID

BL, YI, BS, JW, DR -Clients all released following recent parole hearings.
We also cover Police Interviews at Prison & Police Station. All other matters dealt 
with on a Private Client Basis only. Appeals & POCA, Fee Quotes upon request.

Murder, Fraud, Drugs? Facing Serious Criminal Charges?
Face them with the Legal Team that is right for you.


