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Prison Reading Groups

West

By Carys Davies

ORI When Cy Bellman, American settler and widowed father of Bess,

Sunday Times

PER reads in the newspaper that huge ancient bones have been

discovered in a Kentucky swamp, he leaves his small

Wail on Sunday

A it Pennsylvania farm and young daughter to find out if the

The Times

Standard

rumours are true: that the giant monsters are still alive, and

roam the uncharted wilderness beyond the Mississippi River.

West is the story of Bellman's journey and of Bess, waiting at

home for her father to return. Written with compassionate

CARYS DAVIES tenderness and magical thinking, it explores the courage of

: conviction, the transformative power of grief, the desire for
knowledge and the pull of home, from an exceptionally talented and original British
writer. It is a radiant and timeless epic-in-miniature, an eerie, electric monument to

possibility.

Discussion Questions

1. Inthis book, Cy leaves everything behind to go on an expedition to see the ancient bones of
giant monsters. Is there anything that fascinates you enough that you would go on an
expedition to see?



2. Despite the size of Cy’s journey, the book itself is very short. Were there any parts that you
would have liked the writer to explore more?

3. Cy’s daughter, Bess, is only 10 years old, but has to grow up very quickly. What did you make
to Bess’ own journey?

4. If there was a sequel to this book and it was Bess’ turn to travel, where would you like to see
her go?

Thank you to our volunteer Sophie for choosing this title and creating the resource.



