
 
 

My Pen is the Wing of a Bird 
                                                                  By Afghan Women 
 

Afghanistan has a rich literary history, but chronic instability, 
compounded now by the current crisis, have meant that women's 

voices have remained hidden. This anthology is the result of more 
than two years working with Afghan women writers. They have 
strong, original, and unexpected stories to tell.  

Men always want to speak on behalf of Afghan women, but now 
it is time for Afghan women to speak for themselves. Without 
fear, we want to share our stories with the world. 

 

UNTOLD has been supporting them to develop their work, to write the stories they 
want to write, in their own words.  

About UNTOLD: 

UNTOLD is a writer development programme for marginalised writers in areas of 
conflict and post-conflict. Afghanistan has millions of Pashto and Dari speakers with 

little or no local support for creative writing, literary translation, or literary editing. 
Support for writers has been hampered by cultural norms, free expression issues, 
chronic instability, and internal displacement. UNTOLD has been working one-to-one 
with women on their short stories, with English-speaking literary editors and 
translators working with the writers to realise the potential of their stories for 
publication both locally and globally in translation. 

 
 
 
Discussion Ques<ons 
 

1. Is there a common thread that Ies all the stories together? 
 
 
 
 
 



2. The stories are unique yet universal – what parallels did you draw from the stories to 
your own life and experiences? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Each story is a translaIon – do you think the translated text reveals what is inside the 
author’s head, or does it feel like an outsider telling the story? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. WriIng ‘the educated woman’ is sIll considered a taboo in Afghanistan under the 
Taliban.  UnIl recently, the women have had no opportunity to publish these stories 
locally or beyond the borders, why now? 


