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BOOK STUFF

H#44 ‘Toes in sand, nose in book, life is good’

Poetry Crossword Puzzle

Down: 1
1. Famous English Playwright also known as the
‘Bard of Avon’.
3. Surname of the famous poet who wrote 2
“The Road not Taken”; also something you
might find on the grass when it is very cold ’
outside. 4
Across:
2. Atype of poem with 17 syllables that 5
originates from Japan.
4. The bird in Edgar Allen Poe’s most well-
known poem. 6
5. A form of writing that often rhymes, but
does not have to.
6. A group of verses found in a poem.
*See answers on the back of the page
Poem for World Book Day
by Brian Bilston Riddle me this...
One thing 1. What has a head and a tail, but
I've learnt no body or legs?
as I've got older
2. | can be cracked. | can be made.
is that literature | can be told. | can be played. What
lights up life am I?
and makes it smoulder
3. What building has the most
and that beauty stories?

is in the eye
of the book holder.



The Program by Fatemah Albader
The only certainty in life is that it will eventually come to an end.

But what if there was a way to know exactly, with 100-percent certainty, when your life will end? Would you want to
know?

If you said yes, I'd rethink that if | were you.

Consider Pete. He was one of the first to go through The Program. He got his death date three years ago when it was
still in beta testing. Back then, you wouldn’t know the exact date, just the day of the week. Pete got Wednesday.
Every week, he follows the same routine. He arrives at Mercy Hospital on Tuesday evening, and, by early morning on
Thursday, he checks himself out. | wondered if that was Pete’s way of cheating death. Then again, Pete didn’t know
how he’d die, just when. Yet, being at the hospital on Wednesdays seemed to bring Pete some comfort, at least
that’s what it looked like to me.

And the problem is, once you go through The Program, you cannot go through it again. Even though it has changed
drastically since it first began, Pete’s stuck with knowing that his death date will fall on a Wednesday, and never the
exact day.

Then there’s Emily. She won the lottery and got her death date six months ago, back when going through The
Program was still a choice. Ever since, she’s been too afraid to leave her home. She was told that her death date
would take place between 40 and 45. She’s 43 now.

And one mustn’t forget about Leah. She didn’t want her newborn to go through The Program. But they came for him
about a month ago, on the day that he was born, now that it’s the law. It’s considered necessary for the efficient use
of each person and his role in society. Her kid Noah was given a death date of seven years from now. Deemed
untrainable, he was taken from Leah and sent to live out the rest of his days in The Group Home for Untrainables.

As for me, | have no qualms of retaliation from The Program for writing this short. My death date is tomorrow.

And sooner or later, you’re next. And when death calls, you’ll have no choice but to answer.

Wrong! we only
die once.
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